23rd Annual Amphibious Jeep Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally

at Corowa, NSW 

Tuesday 12 – Sunday 17th March 2002.
The Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally attracts many military vehicle enthusiasts. This event is considered by the local people of Corowa to be one of the major tourist attractions of the year and we receive an enormous amount of support from not only the Corowa residents but also from the Corowa Council and the Local Police. The event attracts a lot of interest from the local media and is featured in newspapers, magazines and on the radio.

AAVA had 3 Blitz’s. Many thanks to Dave Argles who transported his Blitz and Colin Brown’s Blitz Gun Tractor. [Dave Argles is very enthusiastic to be apart of next year’s event.] It was great to also see Ian Styles from Yarrabandi, NSW with his Ford Blitz. Greg and Robin Stephens from Warren with their beautifully restored Studebaker, also present was my red ex-bushfire brigade Jeep [AAVA 021]. AAVA was well represented with 25% of club membership being present – Dave Argles, Ian Styles, Greg Stephens, Keith Adam, Warwick Lord, Mike Cecil, Tim Vibert and myself.

This was ‘The Year of the Blitz’ where 34 Blitz’s attended for the Guinness Book of Records attempt ‘to achieve the greatest gathering of privately owned Ford and Chev Blitz trucks since 1945’. There were 23 from NSW. A total of 104 ex-military vehicles attended the event.

We were very honoured to have Dick Smith arrive in his Lear Jet on Saturday and he and his colleagues were chauffeured by 2 Amphibious Jeeps to the Blitz display. He was a verifier of the Blitz count which will be submitted for recognition to the Guinness Book of Records. Other verifiers of the total count were AAVA member Mike Cecil [Curator of Military Technology at the Australian War Memorial], The Mayor of Corowa [Gary Poidevin] and the President of the Lion’s Club [Lyn Fredericks].

On Saturday evening there was a barbeque, auction, certificate giving and a quiz. This was enjoyed by all present.

The success of this event was largely due to the dedication and hard work that was applied in organising the event by Jan Thompson, John Hedges and Keith Webb.

A special thanks to the people who made the effort to bring their Blitz’s, other ex-military vehicles and those that joined us to have an enjoyable and interesting time. 

Next year is going to be ‘The Year of the Studebaker’. 

I believe that it is important that we all support what has become one of the year’s major events for ex-military vehicle enthusiasts.
Maureen Bell
