Corowa 2005

YEAR OF THE CARRIER

I had intended to take the Gamma Goat to Corowa this year, but some clever person on the phone at TT Line had the idea that it should be charged at commercial rates rather than tourist rate,$2600 versus $400,so that put an end to that idea for this year. I will negotiate again for 2006. Jeep, trailer and bed at tourist rate of $422 return was much more acceptable.

The 9pm sailing was smooth and the bed OK. It was still dark when we docked in Melbourne just before 7am,to join the Melbourne traffic which was not to bad at that hour, and I made it out to the Hume Highway via the Ring Road in less than the hour. Breakfast at Truck City before heading on.

Just north of Campbelfield met up With Alf Brookes who was trailering his WLA Harley Davidson and Graeme Jacob's in his Jeep and trailer, and Dave Furness in the Studebaker, members of the Victorian Military Vehicle Corps, then a few miles up the highway a GMC 6x6 was waiting and our little convoy was complete.

A couple of “water the trees and stretch the legs” stops, fuel, lunch and we arrived at Corowa Park early afternoon, where there were already fifty or so olive Green wheeled and tracked vehicles tents etc. on site. I could not resist a quick walk around and chat with old acquaintances before setting up camp in my usual spot, but the unfamiliar noises coming through the trees was a major distraction and had to be investigated. Bren Carriers (Universal Carrier LP2 to be correct), three of them, being driven enthusiastically were the source. One had Grant Tank running gear, a 318 cubic inch Chrysler V8 engine and all hydraulic brakes and steering. What a machine!!.

 Talking to the owner later I learnt that he had purchased it thirty odd years ago, modified it himself to use semi-commercially in remote bushland.

Some of us elected to have tea at the Bowling Club just a couple of minutes walk away. Roast and dessert for $8-00 was pretty good value.

   ￼               ￼

   Amphib Jeep (half duck)                            Ferret Scout Car

Back at the Park, most of the evening discussion centered around the organized inspection of the Tenix Defence Facility at Wadsworth Barracks that day. I did know it had been arranged but would have needed to leave a day earlier to go. This is where Tenix repair, modify and rebuild the Armies vehicles like Landrovers, Unimogs, Armored Personal Carriers, Tanks, Mack trucks etc. A very interesting visit by all accounts.

Whilst having breakfast. Friday morning, a Jeep and an Amphibious Jeep on a truck pulled in beside me. Father and son had driven eleven hours to attend. More notable however the father was in his eighties and had owned the amphib for some forty years!!. Wives and grand children arrived by car and set up camp. Corowa is not a male only event. Many families attend, not necessarily spending all day at the site, often visiting nearby places like Rutherglen, Chiltern, Albury Wodonga, and the numerous craft displays and wineries.

Vehicles continued to arrive, with more than one hundred registered by midday. Surplus bits and pieces appear for sale around the grounds, ranging from complete vehicles and parts to memorabilia. Little notices appear pinned to trees of items for sale, wanted to buy coming events etc, I scored some ex army tarpaulins, an A Frame tow bar and negotiated the purchase of a 14x14 tent.

The theme was THE YEAR of the CARRIER, and the attempt to enter the Guinness Book of Records for the most operational Carriers assembled in one place since demobbing. Thus they all had to be driven a prescribed distance to be eligible. Some owners were busily encouraging their sixty year old machines to operate others learning the art of driving them, while others played on the tracks beside the park.

Several White Armored Scout Cars arrived, at least one having been driven from Melbourne, At four to five miles to the gallon! Studebaker 6x6, GMC 6.x6, Jeeps, a Munga Jeep,. Ferrets, Dodges, Blitzs, Amphibious Jeeps, Army Dukws, Scout cars armoured, Chev Long Range Desert Scout Car and all accessories, Haflinger, Harley and BMW motor Cycles, Unimog, Land Rovers, an immaculate Acco 6x6 wrecker with only 3000 on the clock, a Russian Amphibious Luas are just some that come to mind. So much to see and do I even forgot lunch!

Saturday is the big parade day. This year from the park, through the Corowa main street and out to the airport. Assembly starts around 8am, with the 17 or 18 operational carriers to lead followed by the eventual 139 other vehicles. What a site it must have been to see and hear all the carriers rattling up the main street on their steel tracks. I was about halfway back along the convoy so could not see it first hand. There is a professional video being made, and I have ordered and paid for a copy. All vehicles assembled at the Airport, the Carriers forming

a large inverted Vee. Photo shoots, welcoming address by the Mayor and speeches by other dignitaries completed, the convoy returned to Corowa Town Park for a Swap Meet. Sellers ranging from just a few items on car bonnets, to kitchen tables to several large commercial operators with new reproduction parts were already set up, no doubt eagerly awaiting our dollars. The range of WW11 items, 60 years on never fails to amaze me. Parts of course but all sorts of memorabilia, clothing, medical equipment and supplies, Manuals, deactivated munitions, containers, just everything imaginable. Understandably as things get older and rarer prices rise, 

but there are still bargains to be had if you are patient.

￼           ￼ 

Blitz Truck                                      WWII Motorcycle 

The local Lions or Rotary cater for the onsite Saturday evening meal after which is the auction. All items are donated and range from parts to memorabilia to CDs to Wine and so on. The proceeds go towards funding Corowa each year. It is a great fun event and can last a couple of hours. The auctioneer is sharp as a tack, if you are not careful your bid (if you even put one in!!) will be misconstrued to a different amount. All in fun of course but be warned.

It had been a big day and midnight was approaching when l remembered that my air bed had punctured the night before and Alf Brookes had lent me his spare, which needed inflating.

Sunday morning is pack up and move out for most people. Having made our cheerios, see you next year, our little convoy left for Melbourne late morning in fine weather.

The return journey seemed much quicker and apart from my Jeep needing a radiator top up, (the trailer was quite heavy now) was uneventful.

Alf invited Graham and myself to spend some time at his place before heading to the boat which was due to depart at 9pm. Over afternoon-tea provided by Mrs. Alf, we hashed over Corowa 2005, and vowed to attend the 2006 event.

On board the boat, I found my cabin mates were an ex military come airline pilot, and an engineer, so it was quite late when sleep prevailed over conversation.

Back with Heather before 8am Monday morning, pleased to be home but pleased to have attended my fourth Corowa.

Geoff Dodge.

￼                 ￼

           Haflinger  4x4                                            Chev Blitz          

￼           ￼

               Dodge M37                                   Highly modified Dodge  
